CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
I530 P STREET, NORTHWEST
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005-1810

30 October 1985

Dr. Kirk Borne

Space Telescope Science Institute
3700 San Martin Drive

Baltimore, MD 21218

@,{ K
Dear 'Dr. Borne,
Mo

Here are two copies of the new Perspectives in Science disk
featuring the interviews for radio with you and Paul
Schechter.

We'll be packaging the same interviews, along with some earlier ones
with Drs. Dressler, Schweizer, and Rubin, on cassettes for use by
teachers in conjunction with their use of the booklet on galaxy

rotations.

(The booklet was unfinished in July when the Year Book and other

fall tasks arrived here. I hope to get back to the booklet in a

few weeks; I look for a coordination draft by year's end with
publication in early 1986., I'll ask for photos of the unusual binaries.)

Thanks again for your interest and help.

Singgrely,

Ray Bowers
202-387-6411




PERSPECTIVES
[N SCIENCE

A broadcast series in the public service from the

Carnegie Institution of Washington
1530 P Street, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 20005

In the ten broadcasts contained in the accompanying disk, reporter
Ray Bowers interviews two astronomers of the Carnegie Institution of
Washington—--Dr. Paul Schechter, an astronomer at the Pasadena-based Mount
Wilson and Las Campanas Observatories, and Dr. Kirk Borme, a postdoctoral
fellow at the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism in Washington, D.C.

Each interview is about 4 1/2 minutes long.

Drs. Schechter and Borme are interested in the formation and
evolution of galaxies. They are particularly intrigued by the relatively
new idea that the galaxies now observed are not primordial remnants from
the early Universe, but that they formed by merging and colliding with
one another. The two astronomers in separate interviews discuss how
these interactions——presumably still occuring today-—can be studied using
computers and advanced telescope instrumentationm. :

The broadcasts in this series are prepared by the Carnegie
Institution as a means of improving public understanding of science and
scientists. A secondary goal is to inform and encourage young listeners
toward possible careers in basic research. The recordings may be used
without further permission for educational or public service purposes,
but not in direct advertising or to influence legislation. We welcome
comments from broadcasters and listeners toward improving the series.
Please write to the address above or call Ray Bowers or Pat Parratt at

(202) 387-6411.
RESUMES OF SERIES SIX, BROADCASTS 1-10

BROADCAST 1 (04:20): Astronomer Paul Schechter gives some background
information about the Milky Way Galaxy. He explains the difficulty of
observing stars in the Milky Way because of obscuring gas and dust.
Nevertheless, through certain "windows” in the dust, he can search for
far-distant stars that provide clues about how our Galaxy rotates. His
results, he says, show that the Milky Way is a standard "vanilla-type"
galaxy. (Transcript of this broadcast follows resumes.)

BROADCAST 2 (04:25): Dr. Schechter is particularly interested in how
galaxies form and evolve. Still unanswered in astronomy. today, he says,
is the question of whether galaxies formed as part of a coherent process
in the early Universe, or whether they formed from small subunits of
slightly denser regions which merged and merged again to form
continuously larger subunits. In this broadcast, he explains how
astronomers study the possibility of galaxy merging.






